
Statistical Figures: 

Tuscarawas County consistently shows a 
high rate of families living at or below the 
poverty level and an increasing rate of 
unemployment. 

19.7%* of county residents 25+ years of 
age, have not obtained their High School 
diploma or equivalent.  

47% are at a Level 1 or Level 2 reading 
level by the National Adult Literacy 
Survey. 

 

Persons functioning at Level 1 may be 
unable to do such things as: 

Make change following a purchase 

Write and record a check 

Provide homework help for their child 

Create a home budget 

Obtain a driver’s license 

Gain employment 
 

Persons functioning at Level 2 may be 
unable to do such things as: 

Fill out forms for medical or legal purposes 

Follow directions (maps, procedure manuals, 
medication dosage, etc.) 

Manage a bank account and finance major 
purchases 

Understand credit card terms 
 
 

In addition, many individuals who DO have 
adequate reading and computing skills would 
welcome the opportunity to improve their 
medical, legal, financial and computer literacy. 
 
The TCLS is dedicated to supporting ALL types 
of literacy needs. 
 
 

* Percent Figure collected from the 2000 U.S. Census 
Data from the Community Development/Social Justice Consulting Services and the 

National Adult Literacy Survey 
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Partnering Organizations 
 

Booz, Allen and Hamilton 

Buckeye Career Center ABLE Program 

Claymont Public Library 

Dominion East Ohio  

Dover Public Library 

Friends of the Homeless 

Gnadenhutten Public Library 

HARCATUS Family Support 

Kent State University Tuscarawas 

Leadership Tuscarawas 

New Philadelphia City Schools 

Newcomerstown Public Library 

Tuscarawas County Commissioners 

Tuscarawas County Convention and Visitors 
Bureau 

Tuscarawas County Even Start 

Tuscarawas County Public Library 

Tuscarawas Valley Heritage, Inc. 

Willoughby & Company, Inc 

WTUZ 99.9FM 

 
 

We thank these as well as other community 
members who have provided support. 
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“Literacy Programs provide the 

greatest return on a worthy 

investment in the human spirit, 

our most precious & natural 

resource.  It revives hope and 

empowers individuals to 

strengthen family and 

community.” 
 

Chris Abbuhl 

Tuscarawas County Commissioner 

Tuscarawas County Public Library 
121 Fair Avenue NW 

New Philadelphia Ohio 44663 
Phone: 330-364-4474 

Dedicated to enhancing 
literacy for all Tuscarawas 

County Residents. 



How You Can Help: 
 

Become active as an event volunteer or a 

committee member. 

Become a Literacy Partner. 

Refer adults who need skill improvement to 

local literacy providers. 

Promote community awareness of the 

importance of literacy. 

Attend events sponsored by the Literacy 

Coalition. 

Keep informed about legislation affecting all 

levels of education and share this 

information with others. 

Rosemary Russell 

Tuscarawas County Public Library 

121 Fair Avenue NW 

New Philadelphia Ohio 44663 

Phone: 330-364-4474 

Our Mission Statement:  

The Tuscarawas County Literacy 

Coalition is a non-profit organization 

comprised of groups and individuals 

dedicated to enhancing traditional 

literacy as well as cultural, financial, 

medical and technological literacy for all 

Tuscarawas County residents.  
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Goals and Objectives: 
 

Networking among Tuscarawas County agencies 

for: 

Funding will include grant writing, fund 

raising and business partnerships. 

Support will include outreach to local 

educators, businesses, agencies and 

organizations, and the coordination of literacy-

enhancing projects and activities. 

Creating Awareness will include marketing, 

public relations, receiving and dissemination of 

information. 

Our Vision:  

Promote public awareness and work 

collaboratively with local educators, 

literacy service providers, businesses, 

community and ministerial organizations 

to support and initiate programs that 

work toward the goal of enhanced 

literacy. 

“Getting my GED has opened the door 
to opportunity. It has given me a chance 
to further my education and make my 
life better.” 

 

Beckie, Tuscarawas County                  
Even Start Participant 

Coalition Activities: 
 

One Book One Community Activities 

Family Literacy Day 

Tutoring Assistance 

“Literacy is key in securing 

self sufficient employment.  In 

an increasingly competitive 

job market, those with literacy 

skills are far ahead in the 

search for employment.” 
 

Amy L. Miller 

Resource Center Manager 

The Employment Source 


